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Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 THE HA 01 159 060942Z 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-02 INR-10 
L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 
COME-OO DOTE-OO EB-08 FMC-02 CG-00 DLOS-09 OES-07 
/098 W 

123961 061306Z/43 

R 060823Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY THE HAGUE 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2174 
INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY COPENHAGEN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY OSLO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY STOCKHOLM 

UNCLAS THE HAGUE 1 159 

USEC ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

US OECD ALSO FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 1 1652: N/A 
TAGS: EWWT, NL 

SUB J : EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS MOVE AGAINST SUBSTANDARD SHIPS 

1 . SHIPPING OFFICIALS OF EIGHT WEST EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS 
SIGNED A MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING IN THE HAGUE MARCH 2 
PROVIDING FOR JOINT ACTION AGAINST SUBSTANDARD SHIPS IN THE 
NORTH SEA REGION. THE SIGNATORIES WERE BELGIUM, DENMARK, 

FRANCE, GERMANY.NETHERLANDS, NORWAY, SWEDEN AND THE UK. 

2. THE MEMORANDUM PROVIDES FOR GENERAL SURVEILLANCE ON SEAGOING 
SHIPS OF ANY NATIONALITY CALLING AT THE PORTS OF THE EIGHT 
COUNTRIES OR USING THEIR INLAND WATERS. THE PURPOSE IS TO HARMONIZE 
UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 02 THE HA 01 159 060942Z 

EFFORTS TO ASSURE COMPLIANCE WITH INTERNATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 
STANDARDS. AUTHORITIES ARE EMPOWERED TO INSPECT SHIPS, ALLOWING 
THEM TO SAIL ONLY IF THEY MEET THE STANDARDS, AND TO EXCHANGE 
INFORMATION AMONG THE EIGHT. EXPERTS WILL MEET ANNUALLY TO DIS 
CUSS THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE ARRANGEMENTS. A SECRETARIAT WILL 
BE LOCATED IN THE HAGUE. 
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3. WE ARE SENDING THE TEXT OF THE MEMORANDUM BY POUCH TO EUR/NE 
FOR GOODMAN. 

MCCLOSKEY 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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